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EVENING PROGRAM
OCTOBER 12,  2 022

SAN FRANCISCO /  BAY AREA
BENEFIT DINNER
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Bringing joy to people
around the world.
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Bringing joy to people
around the world.

E V E N I N G  P R O G R A M 

	 6 pm  	    COCKTAILS 

	 7 pm	   DINNER

Welcoming Notes
Norma Haddad, SEAL Executive Director

Piano Performance
Leila Milki

SEAL Presentation
Rula Tamer, SEAL Board President

SEAL 2022 Diaspora Achievement
Award Presentation
Geoff Marieb Johns, Award Recipient

Live Auction and Call for Action:
Food Security Fund
Keith L. McLane, Professional Auctioneer

Piano Performance
Leila Milki
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Diaspora Achievement Award
Geoff Marieb Johns 

For Outstanding Creativity and Contribution to the
Arts, Culture and Entertainment

October 12, 2022

GEOFF MARIEB JOHNS 
2022 SEAL Award Recipient

Geoff Johns is an award-winning and New York Times 
bestselling writer, film and television producer and showrun-
ner, known for re-imagining superheroes and other iconic 
mythologies, past and present. Johns is best known for his 
work on properties such as Green Lantern, Aquaman, The 

Flash, Shazam!, Superman and Justice Society of America. Since the beginning of his 
creative career, Johns' hallmark has been writing heroic and inclusive characters, includ-
ing teenage hero Courtney Whitmore aka Stargirl, inspired by his real-life late sister; the 
Shazam Family, which he re-imagined into a diverse modern family of today; and the first 
Arab American Green Lantern, Simon Baz, as well as the explosive multi-colored Lantern 
mythology that defined his decade-long bestselling Green Lantern run, among many, 
many others.
Johns created and is currently showrunning the critically acclaimed Stargirl series (in its 
third season) for The CW and HBOmax. Additionally, Johns has written for and/or execu-
tive produced hit television shows Doom Patrol (HBOmax), Titans (HBOmax), The Flash 
(The CW), Superman & Lois (The CW), Robot Chicken (Cartoon Network), Arrow (The CW), 
and Smallville (The CW), as well as the upcoming Green Lantern for HBOMax.
Some of Johns' film credits include the hits Wonder 
Woman (executive producer), Wonder Woman 1984 (also 
co-writer), Aquaman (also story) and Shazam! (executive 
producer), which was based on his graphic novel.
Born in Detroit to a Lebanese father, Johns was honored 
with his own permanent section at the Arab American 
National Museum in Dearborn, Michigan in 2012. Most 
recently, he launched the hit creator-owned series Geiger 
for Image Comics and his company Mad Ghost, centering 
around a mysterious radioactive family man named Tariq 
Geiger and opening the door to an entire new universe of 
characters and worlds.
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LEILA MILKI    Pianist 

Leila Milki is an award-winning Lebanese-American singer, 
songwriter, and classical-pop pianist based in Los Ange-
les. Most recently recognized as one of Arab America's "30 
Under 30" honorees, she strives to translate her artistry into 
a healing platform for emotional and multicultural empow-
erment, while elevating visibility for fellow first-generation 
daughters of the Arab diaspora.

Her Arabic/English fusion work has earned her a Grand Prize and Lennon Award in the 
John Lennon Songwriting Contest (with her homeland tribute “Leil Ya Leil”), along with 
a feature in Disney’s Emmy-nominated series “The Rocketeer” (with her song “Enjoy 
Your Meal,” a festive tribute to Lebanese cuisine and Arab women across generations).

Today, Leila is most passionate about showcasing vulnerability as strength and finding 
beauty in the complex spaces between. Her latest cinematic ballad “Fall Asleep” 
explores the dual-identity limbo that intensifies her experience of femininity within 
structures of shame, repression, and peace-keeping. And her three-part collection of 
solo-piano improvisation records, which have garnered over 4 million Spotify streams, 
welcomes the coexistence of solitude and mindfulness, loss and renewal, healing and 
community.

KEITH L.  MCLANE   Auctioneer  

Keith L. McLane, BAS, is one of the country’s preeminent 
fundraising auctioneers, special appeal/fund-a-need ex-
perts, and event-based fundraising educators. Since 1995, 
he has specialized in organizing and conducting charity and 
fundraising auctions for schools, charitable organizations, 
and nonprofit groups from Honolulu to New York City.  Nev-
er the shy one, Keith has become well-known for his fun and

entertaining auctioneering style that frequently takes him out from behind the podium 
and deep into the audience! Keith holds an MBA from The UCLA Anderson School of 
Management and is a graduate of the world-famous Missouri Auction School, which 
Newsweek magazine dubs “The Harvard of Auctioneering.”  He is also one of only a 
small number of auctioneers in the country--and only 20 auctioneers in California--to 
have achieved the National Auctioneers Association’s prestigious Benefit Auction Spe-
cialist (BAS) designation.

www.KLMAuctions.com | 415-350-8523 | keith@klmauctions.com | @KLMAuctions
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As many of you are aware, Lebanon is 
experiencing a severe food security crisis 
which is impacting a large part of the Lebanese 
population.  This crisis has been caused by 
the complete financial and economic collapse 
of the country, as well as a lack of long-term 
planning and investment to create a sustainable 
agricultural sector.  

The blast in the port of Beirut in August 2020 
compounded the already grave situation the 
Lebanese were facing, as the country’s major 
grain silos and the port itself, which accounts for 
more than 70 percent of Lebanon’s trade, were 
completely destroyed.

This made the procurement of basic goods and 
foodstuff incredibly complex for an import-
dependent country, causing the cost of food to 
skyrocket. According to the World Food Program 
(WFP), “Food prices in Lebanon have increased 
by 1,000 percent in two years”. Governmental 
subsidies have been removed and the Lebanese 
pound has lost more than 90% of its value. This is 
turning Lebanon into a black hole of despair.

To help ensure food security in Lebanon, and 
to help rural areas achieve some level of food 
self-sufficiency, SEAL is supporting small scale 
Lebanese farmers and cooperatives through 
projects that encourage land cultivation, job 
creation and import substitution, as well as help 
in protecting remaining livestock, and those that 
produce food staples that are high in nutritious 
value at a low cost.  

 Please join us in our mission to invest in 
sustainable initiatives in Lebanon - and help 
this vital sector of small farmers achieve food 
sovereignty.
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Day of Beauty, 
Shopping and 

Lunch at
Neiman Marcus 

San Francisco

Gather 3 of your closest friends and head to 
Neiman Marcus San Francisco for an exclusive 
in-store shopping experience.  Treat your BFFs 
to lunch at The Rotunda, then enjoy your 
shopping appointment in a private suite of 
fitting rooms where you will sip champagne 
while receiving personalized make-up 
applications, and shop the latest collections. 
A deluxe gift bag will be given to all 4 guests.  
The winner of this auction item will also receive 
a $500 Neiman Marcus gift card.

Date is based on availability and must be booked at least two weeks 
in advance. To be redeemed by November 12, 2022.

LIVE AUCTION ITEMS 

The most in-depth examination of the artist’s 
work in over two decades, Diego Rivera’s 
America brings together more than 150 of 
Rivera’s paintings, frescoes, and drawings—as 
well as three galleries devoted to large-scale 
film projections of highly influential murals he 
created in Mexico and the United States. Hear 
special insight from an SFMOMA curator and 
round out your visit with delicious food and 
beverages at the museum restaurant, Café 5! 

This tour is subject to curator availability and can be redeemed by 
December 16, 2022. Dining at Café 5 is provided for $200 total.

Diego Rivera’s 
America

SFMOMA 
Curator-Led 

Tour for
6 guests
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LIVE AUCTION ITEMS 

Wine Country 
Escape

Enjoy the quintessential California wine 
experience with a two nights stay at the 
stunning Stanly Ranch, the latest Auberge 
luxury resort in Napa. Dinner for two at their 
acclaimed restaurant Bear is included.

No trip to Napa is complete without a winery 
visit. Your package includes a tour and tasting 
at Eisele Vineyards.   Eisele Vineyards was 
acquired by Francois Pinault owner of Château 
Latour. The winery is not open to the public, 
and your tasting will happen at the private 
residence of the Pinaults, ie Salma Hayek 
Pinault’s Napa home!

Valid for a 2-night stay in the best available room. Advanced 
reservation required. Excludes Incidentals, Gratuity and Alcohol. 
Subject to availability. Blackout dates apply including holidays. 
Blackout dates are subject to change. Expires 07/20/23. Eisele visit 
available monday to friday.

Priceless
and Unique

Star as a 
Character in a 

Comic Book

Are you looking for that unique and priceless 
gift?  Would you like to honor a parent, your 
spouse, your children, your grandkids, or just 
simply surprise the family? Geoff Johns, our 
SEAL Honoree, will put who you designate (an 
individual or a family) in an upcoming comic 
book he is writing to be released in late 2023. 
Geoff is one of the most successful comic book 
writers of all times, an award-winning and 
New York Times bestselling writer, film and 
television producer and showrunner.  He is best 
known for his work in Green Lantern, Aquaman, 
Flash, Superman, Wonder Woman, Shazam, 
The Flash, Titans, Stargirl and much more. 
The winner will also receive 20 copies of the 
comic book as well as a page of ORIGINAL ART 
featuring them.  A totally AMAZING gift that will 
live on in memory and print!!!!!
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LIVE AUCTION ITEMS 

Couturier to the stars, Zuhair Murad has 
dressed and designed for celebrities Beyonce, 
Taylor Swift, Sofia Vergara, Kerry Washington, 
Blake Lively,  Shakira, Adele, Celine Dion, 
Courtney Cox, Alessandra Ambrosio and many 
many more….. including J Lo’s most recent 
wedding dress. Get your exclusive two front 
row seats to the Zuhair Murad Spring Haute 
Couture Fashion Show in Paris on January 25.  
Now that’s star power!  And rumor has it that 
front row seat holders always get invited to the 
VIP dinner that same evening.   While in Paris, 
stay in style in a Junior Suite at the exquisite 
Relais and Châteaux Saint James Paris.  Daily 
breakfast for two and a bottle of champagne 
are included as well.     
 
 Hotel nights: January 24 and January 25 upon availability.

Paris Fashion 
Week - Haute 
Couture with 
Zuhair Murad



SEAL Program - Wednesday, October 12, 2022	 11



SEAL Program - Wednesday, October 12, 2022	 12



SEAL Program - Wednesday, October 12, 2022	 13

HEADLINE SPONSOR 
Qatalyst Partners

GOLD SPONSORS
Danielle & George Boutros  •  Marjan & Dr. Ossama Hassanein

Tina & Khaled Nasr  •  Rula & Fouad Tamer

SILVER SPONSORS  
Claudia & George Bitar and Lara & Habib Kairouz

Sally & Abdo Kadifa

BRONZE SPONSORS
William Hadaya  •   Phyllis Oreskovic & Raja Petrakian 

BRONZE  TICKET SPONSORS
Viviane Abcarian  •  Colette & George Akiki  •  Soumaya & Walid Ali-Ahmad

Liliane Bader  •  Shadi Barakat  •  Amal & Rabih Ballout
Linda & Haitham Ballout  •  Taylor Bernal   •  Athena & Dr. Timothy Blackburn
Dolly & George Chammas   •  Nicolas Chammas  •  Eli Curi  •  Amal & Charles 

Debbas  •  Amer Deeba  •  Alyssa & Karim Faris  •  Elise & Dr. Fuad Freiha
Omar Ghosheh  •  Manal Habib  •  Amal & Danny Hamady

Kristine Holterman  •  Jibran Jahshan  •  Jihane & Simon Khalaf
Reema Khan  •  Myrna Majdalani  •  Ghada & Nassif Malouf  •  Mimi Malouf

Colleen & Philip Malouf  •  Steve Malouf  •  Cynthia & Edgard Masri
Fida & Dr. Amin Milki  •  Nagib Minassi  •  Shirine Bazzi Mourad

Tania Naaman  •  Ann Peterson  •  Samira Nawas & Hans Plessman
Andrew Plessman  •  Rania Rayes  •  Gabrielle & Jalal Saad

Caroline & George Smine  •  Michelle & Pierre Tager  •  Joumana Tager

IN-KIND CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Daou  •  Four Seasons Silicon Valley  •  Geoff Johns  •  Lahlouh Printing

Neiman Marcus San Francisco  •  Leila Milki  •  Montage Healdsburg
Zuheir Murad  •  SFMOMA  •  Sound  •  Stanly Ranch  •  St James Paris

Stephanie Tager
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At the heart of Silicon Valley, stay at the ultimate urban getaway. 
Stylish and well-appointed Guest Rooms offer the very best in 

comfort and privacy, while providing a peaceful retreat in which to 
relax and unwind throughout your stay.

A CONTEMPORARY BUSINESS HUB 
WITH THE HIGHEST STANDARDS 

OF INNOVATIVE HOSPITALITY

2050 University Ave, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 | Ph. 650.470.2889 | @fspaltoalto 
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SPECIAL THANK YOU TO                                                                                              
Dolly Chammas  •  Hani Daou  •  Jeanette Hajjar  •  Maria Haidamus Interiors 

Marjan Hassanein  •  Maya Labban

Tonight's wine is generously donated by Daou.

The gifts to our guests are:  Zaatar produced 
by the Women Association Cooperative For 
Agricultural Manufacturing in Wadi Taym, 
Bayssour, Al-Chouf, a SEAL project beneficiary. 

The Sound Rose flavor drink,  inspired by and 
generously gifted by Salim Najjar, co-founder 
of Sound. Growing up, Salim spent his sum-
mers in Lebanon, and this flavor is reminiscent 
of a special summer rose drink his grand-
mother would always make.

Stephanie is an artist and architect based in 
New York City. Her work has been published 
in books and featured in galleries and exhibits 
in New York City and Paris, as well as in virtual 
exhibitions. She has been commissioned to 
create pieces for publications and brands such 
as The New York Times, Hospitality House, 
Sports Illustrated, and the NFL Super Bowl 
After Party. Stephanie’s work is currently on 
view at Equity Gallery’s exhibit “Personal 
Geographies” in New York City until October 
29th, 2022.

For more of her work (or even just to say hi!), 
please visit www.stephanietager.com or her 
instagram: @stephtager

The beautiful program cover and table 
cards illustrations were provided by artist 
Stephanie Tager.
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Social and Economic Action for Lebanon

seal-usa.org 
seal-usa@seal-usa.com 

#SEALSFBenefit2022

sealforlebanon

SEAL is a 501(c) 3 non-profit, non-political, and non-sectarian organization.  

It was founded in New York City in 1997 to assist underserved Lebanese communities 

facing severe social and economic hardships in post-war Lebanon.  

SEAL focuses on community-driven economic development and funds projects in all 

geographical locations in Lebanon.


